Demographics of the United States

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.

The following is an overview of the demographics of the United States. Demographic topics include basic statistics, most populous cites, and religious affiliation. A separate article on demographic history of the United States is also available.








2000 U.S. population density in persons per sq. mile: Light to dark (yellow to blue): 1-4 (y), 5-9 (lt. green), 10-24 (teal), 25-49 (dk. teal), 50-99 (blue-green), 100-249 (blue), 250-66,995 (black).

The U.S. population for July 2002 was estimated by the Census Bureau to be 288,368,698, a 2.47% increase over the July 2000 estimate of 281,421,906. The U.S. population more than tripled during the 20th century, a growth rate of about 1.3% a year, having been about 76 million in 1900. As of June 2005, the population has been estimated by the Census Bureau to be 296,000,000[1].
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Ethnicity and race

Americans, in part due to racial categories outlined by the U.S. government, generally describe themselves as belonging to one of five groups: White, also called Caucasian (those having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, the Middle East, or North Africa); Black, also called African American (those having origins in any of the Black racial groups of Africa); American Indian/Alaskan Native, also called Native American (those having origins in any of the original peoples of North, Central and South America, and who maintain tribal affiliation or community attachment); Asian, also called Asian American (those having origins in any of the original peoples of the East Asia or the Far East, Southeast Asia, or the Indian subcontinent or South Asia); and Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander (those having origins in any of the original peoples of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands).







Maps of American ancestries —ancestries by area in each U.S. county in 2000.

In addition to these, the category "Some other race" was included in the 2000 census for respondents who were unable to identify with any of the five Office of Management and Budget race categories. Those who identified as "South African", "Belizean", a Hispanic origin (eg. Mexican, Mexican-American, Puerto Rican, Cuban, etc.) or even "American" were included in the "Some other race" category. The Census Bureau considers race to be separate from Hispanic origin.

The category Asian is popularly identified with East Asia, as well as, increasingly, Southeast Asia, rather than South or Southwest Asia, despite notable South Asian American communities that exist in the United States. Middle Eastern Americans, despite hailing from Southwest Asia, are generally classes as White.

The term African-American is popularly associated with centuries-long Black residents, but the census term does not make distinctions between the historically dominant African American or Black American community and more recent immigrants of Afro-Caribbean or African descent, such as immigrants from Jamaica or Nigeria or refugees from Somalia despite frequent differences in social and cultural trends between these communities and length of residence in the United States.







Top ancestries in 2000.

The majority of the 295 million people currently living in the United States descend from European immigrants who have arrived since the establishment of the first colonies. Major components of the European segment of the United States population are descended from immigrants from Germany (15.2%), Ireland (10.8%), England (8.7%), Italy (5.6%), Scandinavia (3.7%) and many immigrants also coming from Slavic countries. Other significant immigrant populations came from eastern and southern Europe and French Canada, though far more immigrants came directly to America from France than came via French Canada. These numbers, however, are less precise than they appear, as many citizens listed themselves as "American" on the census (7.2%). A county by county map of plurality ethnic groups reveals that the areas with the largest "American" ancestry populations were mostly settled by English, Scottish, Irish and Welsh, suggesting that the percentages listed for those groups should consequently be slightly larger.

Similarly, while there were few immigrants directly from Spain, Hispanics from Mexico and South and Central America are considered the largest minority group in the country, comprising 13.4% of the population in 2002. This has brought increasing use of the Spanish language in the United States. Americans of Mexican descent or origin alone made up 7.3% of the population in the 2000 census, and this proportion is expected to increase significantly in the coming decades. The Hispanic category is based more on language than race and is defined by the Census as anybody from or with forebears from Spain or Spanish-speaking Latin America so Hispanics may be of any race. About 45% identify by their ethnic background only (e.g., "Mexican", "Colombian"); they are usually mestizos or even American Indians of unmixed ancestry. About 40% identify as white with more European (especially Spanish) ancestry; however, on average, they tend to have more Amerindian or African blood than non-Hispanic whites. Another 5% identify as black or mulatto; they typically are descended from Spanish-speaking Caribbean immigrants such as Dominicans. The remainder includes mostly self-identified Indians (Maya, Mixtec, etc.) and people of mixed background. Most Americans of Filipino descent, however, are not considered Hispanic.

About 12.9% (2000 census) of the American people are African American, predominately with long-established roots in the country (their earliest African ancestors were indentured servants and slaves who arrived with the first generation of colonists), but with recent accretions from the Caribbean and sub-Saharan Africa. Most African Americans have significant European and/or Native American ancestry as well.

A third significant minority is the Asian American population (4.2%), most of whom are concentrated on the West Coast and Hawaii. It is by no means a monolithic group; the largest groups are immigrants or descendants of emigrants from China, the Philippines, India, Vietnam, South Korea and Japan. While the Asian-American population is generally a fairly recent addition to the nation's ethnic mix, large waves of Chinese, Filipino, and Japanese immigration occurred in the mid to late 1800s. South Asian American communities are growing in size.

The aboriginal population of Native Americans, such as American Indians and Inuit, make up about 1.5% of the population.

According to the 2000 census, the United States has 37 ethnic groups of at least one million people each.

See also: Immigration to the United States
[edit]

Most populous cities

The following is a list of the ten most populous cities in the country, with their population according to the 2000 census.

	Rank
	City
	 July 2000 
 estimate 

	1.
	New York City, New York
	8,017,078

	2.
	Los Angeles, California
	3,703,930

	3.
	Chicago, Illinois
	2,895,444

	4.
	Houston, Texas
	1,958,258

	5.
	Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
	1,513,684

	6.
	Phoenix, Arizona
	1,325,715

	7.
	San Diego, California
	1,228,196

	8.
	Dallas, Texas
	1,190,334

	9.
	San Antonio, Texas
	1,154,897

	10.
	San Jose, California
	945,000


The most densely populated state is New Jersey (372/sq.km).

See also: United States Metropolitan Areas
[edit]

Ethnic groups

	





2000 density of whites
	





2000 density of blacks

	
	





2000 density of Asians


· White 77.11%, 

· Black 12.9%, 

· Asian 3.6%, 

· Amerindian 0.9%, 

· Two or more races 2.4%, 

· other 5.5% (2000) 

A separate listing for Hispanics is not included because the Census Bureau considers Hispanic to mean a person of Latin American descent (especially of Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, or Dominican origin) who may be of any race or ethnic group.

However, in mid-2004, the Census Bureau estimated the collective percentage of Hispanic Americans, or Latin Americans to have exceeded that of African Americans, as the largest minority in the US, at a little over 13%.

The Census Bureau's definition of "white" is not the definition most widely used by the US people as a whole. Most Americans define "white" to exclude all Hispanics, even those of European descent. Using that definition, the white proportion of the US population is currently at 69.1%.

[edit]

Religious affiliation







Percentage of population claimed by religious groups

Self-Described Religious Identification of US Adult Population: 1990 and 2001 [2]
All figures after adjusting for refusals to reply, which jumped from 2.3% in 1990 to 5.4% in 2001

	
	1990
	2001
	Change
in %
point
	Numerical
growth
in %
terms

	Total Christian
	88.3%
	79.8%
	-8.5%
	+5.3%

	Catholic
	26.8%
	25.9%
	-1.0%
	+10.6%

	Other Christian
	61.4%
	54.0%
	-7.5%
	+0.8%

	Baptist
	19.8%
	17.2%
	-2.6%
	-0.4%

	Methodist
	8.3%
	7.2%
	-1.1%
	-0.2%

	Christian - no denomination supplied
	4.7%
	7.2%
	+2.5%
	+75.3%

	Lutheran
	5.3%
	4.9%
	-0.4%
	+5.2%

	Presbyterian
	2.9%
	2.8%
	-0.1%
	+12.3%

	Protestant - no denomination supplied
	10.0%
	2.4%
	-7.7%
	-73.0%

	Pentecostal/Charismatic
	1.9%
	2.2%
	+0.4%
	+38.1%

	Episcopalian/Anglican
	1.8%
	1.8%
	--
	+13.4%

	Mormon/Latter Day Saints
	1.5%
	1.4%
	--
	+12.1%

	Churches of Christ
	1.0%
	1.3%
	+0.3%
	+46.6%

	Congregational/United Church of Christ
	0.3%
	0.7%
	+0.4%
	+130.1%

	Jehovah's Witnesses
	0.8%
	0.7%
	-0.1%
	-3.6%

	Assemblies of God
	0.4%
	0.6%
	+0.2%
	+67.6%

	Evangelical
	0.1%
	0.5%
	+0.4%
	+326.4%

	Church of God
	0.3%
	0.5%
	+0.2%
	+77.8%

	Seventh Day Adventist
	0.4%
	0.4%
	--
	+8.4%

	Eastern Orthodox
	0.3%
	0.3%
	--
	+28.5%

	Other Christian (less than 0.3% each)
	1.6%
	1.9%
	+0.3%
	+40.2%

	Total other religions
	3.5%
	5.2%
	+1.7%
	+69.1%

	Jewish
	1.8%
	1.4%
	-0.4%
	-9.8%

	Non-denominational
	0.1%
	1.3%
	+1.2%
	+1,176.4%

	Muslim
	0.3%
	0.6%
	+0.3
	+109.5%

	Buddhist
	0.2%
	0.5%
	+0.3%
	+169.8%

	Hindu
	0.1%
	0.4%
	+0.3%
	+237.4%

	Unitarian Universalist
	0.3%
	0.3%
	--
	+25.3%

	Others (less than 0.07% each)
	0.6%
	0.7%
	+0.1%
	+25.4%

	No Religion/Atheist/Agnostic
	8.4%
	15.0%
	+6.6%
	+105.7%

	US Census [3]


The American Religious Identification Survey (ARIS) 2001 was based on a random digit-dialed telephone survey of 50,281 American residential households in the continental U.S.A (48 states). Respondents were asked to describe themselves in terms of religion with an open-ended question. Interviewers did not prompt or offer a suggested list of potential answers. The primary question of the interview was: What is your religion, if any? The religion of the spouse/partner was also asked. If the initial answer was 'Protestant' or 'Christian' further questions were asked to probe which particular denomination.


Key Findings:[4] (Not adjusted for increase in refusals to reply)

· the proportion of the population that can be classified as Christian has declined from 86% in 1990 to 77% in 2001; 

· although the number of adults who classify themselves in non-Christian religious groups has increased from about 5.8 million to about 7.7 million, the proportion of non-Christians has increased only by a very small amount - from 3.3 % to about 3.7 %; 

· the greatest increase in absolute as well as in percentage terms has been among those adults who do not subscribe to any religious identification; their number has more than doubled from 14.3 million in 1990 to 29.4 million in 2001; their proportion has grown from just 8% of the total in 1990 to over 14% in 2001; 

· there has also been a substantial increase in the number of adults who refused to reply to the question about their religious preference, from about four million or 2% in 1990 to more than eleven million or over 5% in 2001. 

Other Key Findings:
· Nearly 20% of adults who describe themselves as atheist or agnostic also report that either they themselves or someone else in their household is a member of a church, temple, synagogue, mosque or some other religious institution. 

· On the other hand, nearly 40% of respondents who identified with a religion indicated that neither they themselves nor anyone else in their household belongs to a church or some other similar institution. 

· Despite the growing diversity nationally, some religious groups clearly occupy a dominant demographic position in particular states. For instance, Catholics are the majority of the population in Massachusetts and Rhode Island as are Mormons in Utah and Baptists in Mississippi. Catholics comprise over 40% of Vermont, New Mexico, New York and New Jersey, while Baptists are over 40% in a number of southern states such as South Carolina, Tennessee, North Carolina, Alabama and Georgia. 

· Historical traces of the Bible belt in the South and an irreligious West are still evident. Those with "no religion" constitute the largest group in Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Wyoming. In contrast, the percentage of adults who adhere to "no religion" is below 10% in North and South Dakota, the Carolinas, Alabama, Mississippi and Tennessee. 

· Jews, Muslims, Buddhists and those with no religion continue to have a greater preference for the Democratic party over the Republican - much as they did in 1990. Evangelical or Born Again Christians and Mormons are the most apt to identify as Republicans. Buddhists and those with no religion are most likely to be political independents. In keeping with their theology, Jehovah's Witnesses disavow political involvement 

· As in 1990 so too in the 2001 study, the Buddhist and Muslim population appears to have the highest proportion of young adults under age thirty, and the lowest percentage of females. A number of the major Christian groups have aged since 1990, most notably the Catholics, Methodists, and Lutherans. Congregationalist/United Church of Christ and Presbyterian adherents show an older age structure with three times as many over age 65 as under age 35. Baptists also have fewer young adults than they had in 1990. Among Jews the ratio of the over-65 to those under-thirty has shifted from nearly even in 1990 to about 2:1 in the current study. It should be noted, again, that this survey has focused only upon adult adherents. The observations about age structure do not include the children who may be present in the household of adult adherents. 

· ARIS2001 found that of all households that contained either a married or domestic partner couple, 22% reported a mixture of religious identification amongst the couple. At the low end there are the Mormon adults who are found in mixed religion families at 12% and such other groups as Baptists, those adhering to the Churches of Christ, Assemblies of God, the Evangelicals and those adhering to the Church of God (all at about 18%). At the high end we find the Episcopalians at 42% and Buddhists at 39% living in mixed religion families. In all, about 28 million American married or otherwise "coupled" adults live in a mixed religion household. 

· Those who identify with one or another of the main religious groups are considerably more likely to be married than those who have no religion. Particularly the "no religion" group was far more likely to be either single, never married or single, living with a partner than any other group. Indeed, the "no religion" group shows the lowest incidence of marriage (just 19%) of all twenty-two groups. In sharp contrast, those identifying with the Assemblies of God or Evangelical/Born Again Christians show the highest proportions married, 73% and 74% respectively. The percent currently divorced or separated varies considerably less, from a low of six percent (Jehovah's Witnesses) to a high of fourteen percent (Pentecostals). 

· The top three "gainers" in America's vast religious market place appear to be Evangelical Christians, those describing themselves as Non-Denominational Christians and those who profess no religion. Looking at patterns of religious change from this perspective, the evidence points as much to the rejection of faith as to the seeking of faith among American adults. Indeed, among those who previously had no religion, just 5% report current identification with one or another of the major religions. 

· Women are more likely than men to describe their outlook as "religious." Older Americans are more likely than younger to describe their outlook as "religious." Black Americans are least likely to describe themselves as secular, Asian Americans are most likely to do so. 

· 68% of those identifying themselves as Lutheran report church membership, while only 45% of those who describe themselves as Protestant (without a specific denominational identification) report church membership. Nearly 68% of those identifying with the Assemblies of God report church membership. Church membership is reported by 59% of Catholic adults. About 53% of adults who identify their religion as Jewish or Judaism report temple or synagogue membership. Among those calling themselves Muslim or Islamic, 62% report membership in a mosque. 

[edit]

Miscellanous statistics







Demographics of the USA, Data of FAO, year 2005 ; Number of inhabitants in thousands.

Age structure: (2005 est.)

· 0-14 years: 20.6% (male 31,095,725; female 29,703,997) 

· 15-64 years: 67.0% (male 98,914,382; female 99,324,126) 

· 65 years and over: 12.4% (male 15,298,676; female 21,397,228) 

Population growth rate: 0.92% (2005 est.)

Birth rate: 14.14 births/1,000 population (2005 est.)

Death rate: 8.25 deaths/1,000 population (2005 est.)

Net migration rate: 3.31 migrants/1,000 population (2005 est.)

Sex ratios: (2005 est.)

· at birth: 1.05 males/female 

· under 15 years: 1.05 males/female 

· 15-64 years: 1 male/female 

· 65 years and over: 0.72 male/female 

· total population: 0.97 male/female 

Infant mortality rate: (2005 est.)

· total population: 6.5 deaths/1,000 live births 

· male: 7.17 deaths/1,000 live births 

· female: 5.8 deaths/1,000 live births 

Life expectancy (source: Centers for Disease Control, 2005):

· total population: 77.6 years 

· male: 74.8 years 

· female: 80.1 years 

Total fertility rate: 2.08 children born/woman (2005 est.)

Literacy: (age 15 and over can read and write, 1999 est.)

· total population: 97% 

· male: 97% 

· female: 97% 

Unemployment rate: 5.5% nation-wide (2004 est.) (See List of U.S. states by unemployment rate)

Much of the material in this section comes from the CIA World Factbook 2005.
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