It’s a Big, Big World (Of Work)

NAME OF ACTIVITY
UNIT:

Introduction to the World of Work
TASK:

Define terms related to work and career orientation.
ACTIVITY TYPE:
Technology, Integration
APPROXIMATE TIME:
One class period
MATERIALS:
Computers and Internet access
PROCEDURE:

1. Assign students a partner or team with whom to work.  Go over school/class rules for working on the Internet.   

2. Instruct students to use a popular search engine (Yahoo, AltaVista, MSN, etc.) to perform a search for the terms.  Have students note how many “hits” were located.

3. Ask students to investigate several of the result sites for each term.   They should include the URL, the name of the site, and a brief description of the result summary. How was the information the same?  How was it different? 

4. Have students look up the definitions of the terms, using an on-line dictionary such as www.m-w.com.

5. After groups have completed their searches, ask them to report on and compare the kind of information they found.

6. Make sure that students have the definitions that will be used for assessment purposes.

ENRICHMENT:
Have students find quotations on-line which contain the vocabulary terms.  An example of such a source is www.bartleby.com.  Make sure that you have a list of sites for them to refer to for this activity.  Can they determine the definition of the term from the context in which it is used in the quotation? 
