Career Orientation Top Five List

NAME OF ACTIVITY
UNIT:

Introduction to the World of Work
TASK:

Identify reasons why people work (functions of work).
ACTIVITY TYPE:
Integration, SCANS
APPROXIMATE TIME:
One or two class periods
MATERIALS:
Plain paper, markers or colored pencils
PROCEDURE:

1. Discuss with students the different reasons that people work.  Emphasize that, although money for necessities and luxuries is one important function of work, many people find that work also provides satisfaction for other social, emotional, and mental needs.

2. Have students create a survey form that lists five reasons why people work (functions of work).  It will be easier if all students have the same five reasons on their surveys.

3. Instruct students to conduct at least five surveys with working adults (teachers, parents, administrators, relatives, or neighbors).  Ask each adult to rank the five options from most important to least important.

4. After the surveys have been completed, divide students into groups and have them compile the results from their surveys.  In other words, how many adults selected the first choice as the most important reason for working?  How many chose the second option as the most important?

5. After the data for each group has been compiled, have students create a bar or line graph which visually represents the results.

6. Compare results from groups.  Are the results similar? What might be some reasons for differences?

ENRICHMENT:
Have students create a pie chart from the compiled data.  If technology is available, have students create the graphs and charts using computer software such as Excel.
