Once Upon A Time

NAME OF ACTIVITY
UNIT:

Introduction to the World of Work
TASK:

Identify reasons why people work (functions of work).
ACTIVITY TYPE:
Integration
APPROXIMATE TIME:
One to two class periods
MATERIALS:
Narrow roll of plain white paper or tag board, rulers, markers, history books
PROCEDURE:

1. Secure all needed materials.

2. Discuss with students the different reasons that people work.  

3. Ask students to describe how they think the world of work has changed in the past few years.  What caused the changes?

4. Instruct students to create, either individually or cooperatively, a timeline for the last two hundred years.  They must include major events and inventions on the time line.

5. After students have completed the timelines, allow them to collaborate in groups to discuss how those historical events and inventions affected the world of work.  What kinds of new jobs or careers were created because of the sociological changes?  How did the changes affect the ways, places, and times that people work?

6. Conduct a classroom discussion about the conclusions the students reached.

ENRICHMENT:
Have students complete the same activity, but have them project the timeline frame into the future instead of the past.
