Career Biographies

NAME OF ACTIVITY
UNIT:

Introduction to the World of Work
TASK:

Discuss the importance of a positive attitude.
ACTIVITY TYPE:
Non-traditional/Multi-cultural, Integration 
APPROXIMATE TIME:
Two to three class periods
MATERIALS:
Research and reference materials
PROCEDURE:

1. Secure all materials.  You may want to divide students into working groups.

2. Discuss with students the benefits of having a positive attitude in dealing with day-to-day difficulties as well as seemingly insurmountable obstacles.

3. Allow students to choose from a group of role models that you have developed prior to class.  Be sure to include people (either living or dead) that demonstrate the principle that gender, race, age, or religion has nothing to do with one’s ability to be successful in one’s career.  You may want to solicit suggestions for your list from other academic teachers.

4. Have students collect the following information about the person whom they are researching.  Remind them to take good notes, or have each student keep track of important facts on individual note cards.

· Complete name

· Date of birth (and death, if applicable)

· Place of birth

· Most famous/important contributions or accomplishments

· Three things most people probably don’t know about this person

· One question you would ask this person if you were to meet him or her

5. Give students time to present the information they found to the rest of the class.  Encourage students to be creative in the method of presentation.

ENRICHMENT:
Encourage students to discuss, in their presentations, the importance of a positive attitude in overcoming or dealing with the hardships or difficulties that the biographical subjects were sure to have encountered on the road to success.
