Decision Road Map

UNIT:

Making Decisions

TASK:

Explain need to study decision making processes.

ACTIVITY TYPE:
SCANS, Teamwork
APPROXIMATE TIME:
One class period
MATERIALS:
Several road maps, pencil and paper
PROCEDURE:

1. Gather materials.  Post several maps in different parts of the room.  (Number of maps depends upon your preferred group size).

2. Divide students into groups.  Make sure each group has its own map.

3. Groups must choose a home point on their map (start) and a destination (finish).

4. Encourage students to find as many different routes as possible from their home point (anywhere selected on the map) to their destination.

5. Using their pencil and paper the students must keep track of how many solutions they develop.

6. Have the students discuss what they like or dislike about each route.  Try to pick the best route.

ENRICHMENT:
In a journal, have the students answer the following questions:

What things happened on your team that helped you find lots of routes?  Was it harder or easier to pick a route as a team than it would be to do it by yourself?  Is the route you picked better because more people were involved?  When you have to make decisions in your life, in what ways can it help to have input from others?  In addition to getting feedback from others, what are things you do that help you make decisions?
