Survival Shopping

UNIT:

Making Decisions

TASK:

Explain need to study decision making processes.

ACTIVITY TYPE:
SCANS, Teamwork
APPROXIMATE TIME:
One class period
MATERIALS:
Store catalogs, pencil, paper, and play money (optional).
PROCEDURE:

1. Divide the class into teams of two to six members.

2. Provide each team with a store catalog that sells a variety of items (if Internet access is available provide the students with a website touse.

3. Give each team “money” ($200 is a reasonable amount.)  Provide the following story:  “You and your teammates have been chosen to participate in a reality show.  You will have to spend one year on a distant, secluded island.  You will be provided one year’s supply of food and water and you each will be issued two sets of clothing.  Your team is allotted $200 to purchase other supplies.  You cannot go over the dollar amount.”

4. Each group will use their pencil and paper to formulate a list.  Make sure to tell to include product name, quantity, and cost on their lists.

5. Set a time limit for the activity and at the end of the time limit ask each group to report back with their list.  Each group should explain why they chose what they did. 

ENRICHMENT:
Students can be asked the following questions to process what they have learned.  Did everyone on your team agree on what to spend your money on?  If everyone didn’t agree, how did you finally come to a decision?  Was it difficult to make decisions as a group?  What is the best way to make decisions when in a group?  Is this easy or difficult for you?
