Backyard Beauty

NAME OF ACTIVITY
UNIT:

Exploring the 16 Occupational Clusters
TASK:

Define the 16 career cluster classification system.

ACTIVITY TYPE:
Integration, Teamwork, Technology
APPROXIMATE TIME:
Two to three days
MATERIALS:
Graph paper, plain white paper, access to gardening books and home improvement catalogs (or Internet access)
PROCEDURE:

1. Discuss the necessary skills and available opportunities in the Horticulture, Landscaping, and Groundskeeping pathway.

2. Divide students into pairs.

3. Explain to students that they have been hired to landscape the backyard of their favorite teacher (or actor, or athlete, etc.) 

4. The backyard is small–only 50’ x 100’.  Each group should prepare a blueprint of the landscape design to scale.  The scale must be indicated on the blueprint.  It might be helpful to have an example to show students.

5. The resident does not want to spend more than $5,000 for materials on the project, but expects at least one tree, a deck, a flower bed, and a garden.  These should also be drawn to scale on the blueprint.

6. All items must be clearly labeled on the blueprint, and living plants should be compatible with the Plant Hardiness Zone (www.thegardenhelper.com).

7. Use written or Internet resources to find accurate estimates of the expenses.

ENRICHMENT:
Have students create scale models of their finished landscape designs.
