GE Foods–Friend or Foe?

NAME OF ACTIVITY
UNIT:

Exploring the 16 Occupational Clusters
TASK:

Define the 16 career cluster classification system.

ACTIVITY TYPE:
Technology, Integration
APPROXIMATE TIME:
Three to five days
MATERIALS:
Internet access for each student
PROCEDURE:

1. Ask students to consider the following question, “What are genetically engineered foods and are they dangerous to our health and to the environment?”

2. Have students use the Internet or other resources that you may want to provide to answer the following questions:

· What is food biotechnology?

· What are genetically engineered foods?

· What are the potential benefits of genetically engineered foods?

· What are the potential risks of genetically engineered foods?

3. Divide students into the following teams to address these specific topics:

· Environmentalists–Are genetically engineered foods destroying our environment?

· Food Scientists–Are genetically engineered foods the cure for world food issues?

· Consumer Advocates–What should the consumer know about genetically engineered foods?

· Legislators–Should genetically engineered foods be labeled and why?

4. After gathering information from several resources, instruct students to write a position paper, supported by facts, which they will present to the World Food Conference.   Encourage teams to develop visuals for their presentation. 

5. This is also a webquest activity.  If you want to use the webquest site, be sure to review it completely before beginning the assignment. 

home.earthlink.net/~spcemonk/webquest.html.

ENRICHMENT:
This would be an excellent project to integrate with the Science and English teachers.
