How Does Your Garden Grow?

NAME OF ACTIVITY
UNIT:

Exploring the 16 Occupational Clusters

TASK:

Define the 16 career cluster classification system.

ACTIVITY TYPE:
Integration

APPROXIMATE TIME:
One to two class periods

MATERIALS:
Paper and pencil

PROCEDURE:

1. The goal of this activity is to create a productive garden by ensuring proper spacing and maximizing land potential.
2. Divide the class into small groups.  Ask each group to design a garden that has the following components and meets the listed requirements.

Item




Minimum Distance From Any Other Plant

Melon seeds






8”

Lettuce seed






4”

Carrot seeds






2”

Tomato seeds






6”

Pepper seeds






3”

Cucumber seeds





3”

Radish seeds






2”

3. The size of the garden is an 8’ x 10’ rectangle.  The gardens must contain at least one of each item.  

4. Students must calculate how many of each type of seed they will need.

5. Each group should prepare a scale drawing of their garden with each plant labeled.

ENRICHMENT:
Challenge the groups to create a new garden with at least the same number of plants.  The garden must use the same amount of land (total square feet), but this garden may be of any geometric shape.  The goal is for groups to grow the greatest amount of plants possible using the limited area.  Which garden will be the easiest to maintain?  Which garden will be most attractive when the plants grow?

