Cluster Match

ACTIVITY SUBMITTED BY EMILY FARLEY, LINCOLN MS

UNIT:

Exploring the 16 Occupational Clusters
TASK:

Define terms related to exploring occupational clusters.
ACTIVITY TYPE:
Teamwork, SCANS
APPROXIMATE TIME:
One class period
MATERIALS:
One cluster poster (from US Department of Education), copies of the cluster names, definitions, sample occupations, job pathways, envelopes for each group (one per area–i.e., one envelope for cluster names, one for definitions, etc.)
PROCEDURE:

1. Introduce the cluster concept.  Define terms.

2. Divide students into 4-5 member teams.

3. The first task is to match the cluster names to a job list.  Give each group two envelopes, one with the cluster names (printed in color or on colored paper) and another with lists of jobs.

4. Tell students they will have five minutes to complete this task.  After five minutes call time and ask one team at a time to name a cluster and the jobs they matched to it.  Each team gets a point for a correct answer.

5. Tell teams to keep their matches on the table and to correct any items they missed.

6. The second task is to match the definitions with the clusters.  Give each group an envelope with the definitions.  When told to begin, the groups will match the definitions to the clusters and job lists they have already completed.  After five minutes, call time, check for correct matches, award points, and correct any mistakes.

7. Review the job pathways.  Point out the differences in jobs within each cluster.  The final task is to match the pathways with the correct clusters, job examples and definitions.  Repeat the same procedure as for the previous tasks.

ENRICHMENT:
Have teams make posters or do skits to explain clusters.
