Colossal Constructions

NAME OF ACTIVITY
UNIT:

Exploring the 16 Occupational Clusters
TASK:

Define the 16 career cluster classification system.

ACTIVITY TYPE:
Teamwork, Integration, Multicultural Activities
APPROXIMATE TIME:
Three class periods
MATERIALS:
Reference materials, Internet access, poster boards
PROCEDURE:

1. Discuss the impact that architecture has on society.  Have students list as many super structures as they can think of.  What kinds of barriers were encountered in building these structures?   
2. Divide students into small groups.  Assign each group a “super-structure” to investigate and research.  Examples are: Great Wall of China, The Golden Gate Bridge, Panama Canal, Berlin Wall, Eiffel Tower, Hoover Dam, Sydney Opera House, Pyramids, Machu Picchu, etc.

3. Have students identify the geographic location of the structure and the physical, climate, and social barriers that had to be overcome.  What kind of impact did the structure have on society?

4. Have each group prepare a reporting method (chronologically accurate) to share their findings with the rest of the class.  Reports should include both visual and auditory methods of presentation.  Encourage students to be creative. 

ENRICHMENT:
Have students investigate and estimate the cost of building these structures both then and in today’s currency.  Would the structures be built again today? Would they be built the same way? 

