Architecture & Construction

ACTIVITY SUBMITTED BY Sharon Clark, Goza Middle School

UNIT:

Exploring the 16 Occupational Clusters

TASK:

Construct a cookie cottage
ACTIVITY TYPE:
INTEGRATION

APPROXIMATE TIME:
One class period

MATERIALS:
graham crackers, royal icing, zip lock bags, assorted items to decorate cottages (cereal, candies, colored sugars, sprinkles, etc…
PROCEDURE:

1. Prior to this activity, students should have explored the Architecture and Construction Cluster.  

2. Discuss basic architectural structures with students including types of roofs.

3. Give each student a bag with icing, a small paper plate on which to build their cottage, and two and one half graham crackers that students will then break into seven pieces along the lines.

4.   Demonstrate the construction steps.

5.   Allow students to construct their cottage and allow them to dry before taking home.

ENRICHMENT:
Have students construct a building of their own design using the same techniques.

ROYAL ICING FOR COOKIE COTTAGES

3 egg whites, at room temperature

¾ teaspoon cream of tartar

1 pound sifted powdered sugar

1. Beat egg whites on high speed for one minute.

2. Add cream of tartar and slowly add sugar.

3. Beat on high speed for 7 minutes with standard mixer OR 10 minutes with hand mixer or until stiff peaks form.

Store extra icing at room temperature in airtight container.  Use small zip lock bags to apply icing to graham crackers.  Make sure you use about one tablespoon of icing and snip off one corner of the bag to apply.

                                                    COOKIE COTTAGE

(Graham Cracker “Gingerbread House”)

Use serrated edge of knife to gently saw grahams to prevent breaking.  (Plastic knife will do.)

1. Cut two long graham crackers in fourths. You have 8 pieces.

2. Attach two sides with icing to the base – one on each side forming parallel walls.  Hold until the icing sets as you finish each step.

3. Use two pieces for the roof, gluing one to the top of each side forming a pitched roof.  

4. Trim the front and back walls to fit and glue in place.

5. Cut two small triangles from the extra piece of graham cracker to fit into the space between the front and back walls and the roof. 

6. Using the Royal Icing, attach candies, cereal, pretzels, nuts, raisins, or any other decorations to your house.  

These Cookie Cottages may be made for any season of the year.  Use different colors to carry out your theme.  

