Business Card Trading

NAME OF ACTIVITY
UNIT:

Exploring the 16 Occupational Clusters

TASK:

Define the 16 career cluster classification system.
ACTIVITY TYPE:
Technology, SCANS

APPROXIMATE TIME:
Two to three class periods

MATERIALS:
Computer/color printer, business cards for printer
PROCEDURE:

1. Discuss with students the pathways and occupational specialties in the Business and Administration Cluster.  Many people in business careers network with other workers by exchanging business cards.  This, of course, is true of workers in other clusters, too.

2. Tell students to choose an occupation that they are interested in.  Use the OOH or some other reference material to find out five facts about the career:

a. The nature of the work

b. Education or training required for the work

c. The work environment

d. Average earnings

e. Related occupations

3. Demonstrate how to create a business card using simple word processing software or other publishing software.  Allow students to create a page of business cards for the occupation they choose.  You may want to have students create the cards on stock paper to save expense.

4. Tell students that they will be doing some networking with their business cards.  They are to trade all of their cards (except one, which they will keep) with other students.  Instruct students that, as they trade cards, they should find out something about the occupation of the other person with whom they are trading. 

5. The next day have students list the occupations of all the cards they traded for and write one important fact about the career beside the occupation.

6. The students with the greatest number of different occupations or occupations from the greatest number of different clusters should be recognized for their networking skills. 

