For a Rainy Day

NAME OF ACTIVITY
UNIT:

Exploring the 16 Occupational Clusters

TASK:

Define the 16 career cluster classification system.
ACTIVITY TYPE:
Integration

APPROXIMATE TIME:
One class period

MATERIALS:
“Health” cards, paper and pencil, calculators
PROCEDURE:

1. Discuss with students the different types of insurance they will need as adults.  Remind students that employer-provided insurance is a benefit that they should consider when choosing employment as an adult.

2. Prepare several “health cards” with billing amounts that represent typical medical treatment.  For example:  routine doctor visit - $50, dentist visit for cleaning and exam - $45, prescription - $25, etc.  Prepare a smaller group of other cards with billing amounts that represent medical emergencies such as broken arms, asthma attacks, accidents requiring stitches, etc.  Medical emergencies should carry a minimum billing amount of $500.
3. Tell students that although their medical insurance covers medical expenses, they have to meet a minimum amount of $500 before the insurance will pay on a claim.  After they have paid the deductible of $500, the insurance company will pay 80 per cent of each claim.

4. Have students draw “health cards” at random.  Repeat several times to simulate medical expenses over an extended period of time. 

5. Keep a total of the out-of-pocket expenses.  How much did they pay for medical expenses?  How much did the insurance company pay? 

6. Discuss the skills needed by people who work in the insurance industry.

ENRICHMENT:
Have students research the rising costs of insurance and the number of people who are uninsured or underinsured.  Have them share the information they discovered with the rest of the class.  Write a persuasive essay in favor of or opposed to a national health care system.

