Cast Your Ballot

NAME OF ACTIVITY
UNIT:

Exploring the 16 Occupational Clusters

TASK:

Define the 16 career cluster classification system.
ACTIVITY TYPE:
Teamwork, Integration

APPROXIMATE TIME:
Two to three class periods

MATERIALS:
White paper, poster materials, markers
PROCEDURE:

1. Make sure you get the permission of the administration before beginning this activity.
2. Discuss the democratic system of election used in the United States.
3. Have students develop a list of theories about why so few people in the United States exercise their voting rights.

4. Discuss the impact of voting blocks on political systems.  For example, why does the elderly population have such a strong political voice?

5. Divide students into small groups and have each group select one issue that it thinks should be voted on by the entire student body.  

6. Each group should develop a campaign with the goal of getting every student to vote on the issue they have chosen.

7. The votes should be taken on different days and on separate ballots.  Compare voter turnout and discuss the methods used and the issues polled that resulted in the greatest voter turnout.

ENRICHMENT:
Ask students to write a persuasive essay about the privilege and importance of voting.

