Landfill Controversy

NAME OF ACTIVITY
UNIT:

Exploring the 16 Occupational Clusters
TASK:

Define the 16 career cluster classification system.

ACTIVITY TYPE:
Integration, Technology
APPROXIMATE TIME:
Two to three class periods
MATERIALS:
Resources for information about landfills, environmental regulations, waste management, or Internet access
PROCEDURE:

1. Discuss with students the importance of managing our resources.  Share data about the shortage of landfills.

2. Divide students into two groups: Local mayor and solid waste manager.  The community has been approached by a neighboring state about using the local landfills to dispose of their excess solid waste.  The “mayors” oppose allowing the neighboring state use of the local landfill, while the “solid waste managers” support this option.

3. Explain to students that they may not be assigned a role with which they necessarily agree, but it is important for them to see both sides of the issue, especially in government and public service occupations.

4. Allow students time to research the issues.  Ask them to look for information that will explain the advantages and disadvantages to their community, what other communities have done in this situation, and what some future solutions may be to the problems and issues of solid waste management.

5. After students have researched the topic, have them write an editorial article to the newspaper supporting their assigned position.  You may want to have your students present their articles to the class.

6. This activity has been modified from a webquest activity.  The webquest activity can be located at

http://www.snc.edu/educ/mse/courses/summerIT/students/Benesh-Zoeller/index.html.

ENRICHMENT:
Consider integrating this activity with the English, Science, and Social Studies instructors.
