MISSION
The American Red Cross of Greater Arkansas is a humanitarian organization, led by volunteers and funded by local charitable contributions. The chapter provides quality education and training to save lives and avert tragedies. It delivers aid and assistance to military members and their families, and it offers leadership and technical support to Red Cross chapters throughout the state. The Chapter responds immediately and compassionately to the urgent needs of people devastated by fire and other natural, man-made disasters locally and nationally.
BLOOD SERVICES 

The American Red Cross Blood Services is one of the most well recognized services that we provide. Almost fifty percent of the blood donated in the United States is collected by the Red Cross.
Each year, Red Cross volunteers help collect more than 6 million volunteer blood donors. These donations amount to nearly half the nation’s blood supply and help save countless lives. To get the most out of each unit donated, the Red Cross processes the blood into various components. The Red Cross then distributes this processed blood to help treat people suffering from many types of blood-related conditions, including hemophilia, sickle-cell anemia, and leukemia. In addition, Red Cross scientists are continually doing research and testing blood for signs of infectious diseases-including the AIDS (HIV) antibody-to ensure the safest blood and blood products we can provide.
DONATE MONEY 

Whether helping at the scene of a fire or teaching valuable, life-saving skills, your Greater Arkansas Chapter of the Red Cross is in the community each day, keeping families healthy and safe. None of it would be possible, however, without the generous support of people like you. Let us turn your caring and concern into immediate action. As the world's largest volunteer organization, Red Cross is able to stretch its resources even further and be the best possible steward of your gift. 
The Greater Arkansas Chapter of the American Red Cross is Arkansas’ foremost volunteer organization. It is the time, energy, talent and commitment of this dedicated group that make them stand out among their fellow volunteers nationwide. Red Cross volunteers support our community in significant ways by providing training in life-saving techniques, responding to local, state and national disaster relief efforts, assisting with support of the community special events, and providing urgent utility assistance to elderly people in need. Red Cross volunteers donate blood, share financial resources and most important, they give of themselves.
Trained and dedicated, Greater Arkansas Chapter volunteers represent every walk of life. A more diverse group will not be found in any other organization and without them Red Cross services would not be provided. Volunteers make Red Cross relevant in an ever-changing environment. The need for additional volunteers keeps growing, particularly as the Chapter's service delivery to Central Arkansas expands each day as we strive to make our community better and safer. 
The Red Cross is volunteer led and managed at the national, state and local levels. Annually the Chapter recognizes those volunteers who have made a significant difference to our community by responding without hesitation when Help Can’t Wait.
SUPPORT YOUR RED CROSS
The programs of the American Red Cross are made possible by the voluntary services and financial support of the American people. To volunteer your time, contact your local Red Cross.
The Greater Arkansas Chapter of the American Red Cross is Arkansas’ foremost volunteer organization. It is the time, energy, talent, and commitment of this dedicated group that make them stand out among their fellow volunteers nationwide. Red Cross volunteers support our community in significant ways-providing training in life-saving techniques-responding to local, state and national disaster relief efforts-assisting with support of community special events-providing urgent utility assistance to an elderly person in need. Red Cross volunteers donate blood; share financial resources and most important, they give of themselves.
Click to go to an online form to join our volunteer mailing list or to download a printable PDF volunteer registration form (104K). Mail the completed PDF form to: Greater Arkansas Red Cross, 401 S. Monroe, Little Rock, AR 72205.

	Welcome to the American Red Cross. Each year over one million Americans serve as Red Cross volunteers serving local community needs — helping people in emergencies, providing half the nation's blood supply, teaching first aid and CPR courses, delivering emergency messages to members of the military, organizing programs for the elderly, for the youth... 
Many of our Red Cross chapters are engaged with recruiting 40,000 new hurricane response volunteers, however other chapters are primarily engaged with managing 10’s of thousands of current Red Cross volunteers actively engaged in response to this season’s hurricanes. Please be patient if your local chapter is not able to quickly accept your offer to volunteer. 

Thank you for your interest! The American Red Cross delivers services in your community through the support of people just like you giving their time. 

Current needs: We are seeking individuals who will be available for assignments for periods between 10 days and three weeks. Individuals with disaster training are urgently needed and all volunteers must be ready to work under extraordinary circumstances. 

Skills 
The Red Cross will need individuals to serve in a variety of functions including: 

· Volunteer Staffing 

· Health Services 

· Client Casework 

· Feeding 

· Transportation 

· Facilities 

· Supply 

· Sheltering 
If you are ready to volunteer... 
· Find the Red Cross unit nearest your home or work by entering your Zip Code in the Find your Local Red Cross feature on the left of your screen. Over 850 local Red Cross units serve communities across the country. Or... [image: image2.png]]
Voluntseratch




· Review current volunteer opportunities in over 350 communities listed at the American Red Cross VolunteerMatch.org Web site http://redcross.volunteermatch.org. Or... 

· Visit the local Red Cross unit Web site for your community. Note: Many Red Cross units that have local unit Web sites provide information on how to volunteer, or provide a list of current local volunteer opportunities http://www.redcross.org/where/chapts.html. or... 

· If your chapter is not currently able to utilize your unique skills we recommend you contact 1-800-Volunteer.org (http://www.1-800-volunteer.org) or the National Volunteer Center Network http://www.pointsoflight.org/centers/find_center.cfm to find other opportunities to serve. 

To learn more about volunteering with the American Red Cross, please visit our Volunteer Services pages. 
Red Cross volunteers work directly with people, serve on boards of directors, serve as managers, advisors, and provide behind the scenes support. 

How can you get started as a volunteer? First, review our online orientation to the American Red Cross which includes an overview of our history, mission, values, key services, organization structure, our commitments and other valuable information to give you background knowledge and understanding of the organization. Note: Individual chapters may have their own customized volunteer and employee orientation. 

Be a Red Cross volunteer! Helping others feels good, and helps you feel good about yourself. Your local Red Cross can work with you to provide rewarding experiences, opportunities to utilize your talents, or provide training to help you serve your community. 

Each year, the American Red Cross responds immediately to more than 70,000 disasters, both natural and man-made. As you watch disaster relief efforts unfold, you may wonder how the Red Cross recruits and trains volunteers. Chapters all over the country offer Disaster Services Human Resources (DSHR) System training to equip volunteers with the proper training and knowledge to prepare them for deployment when disaster strikes. During times of large scale disasters and devastation there are also many individuals who step forward, eager to do whatever they can to help. When these spontaneous volunteers offer their assistance, we often put their talents to use on-site and behind the scenes after orienting them to Red Cross services and determining how they may best help those affected by the disaster. . If you are interested in volunteering with the Red Cross to help in disaster services, please review our new online Introduction to Disaster Services Course to learn more about the lifesaving services we provide. 






YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES
Junior Red Cross Clubs (Middle School)
Junior Red Cross Clubs are student-led organizations that are strategically placed to provide students the opportunity to serve their schools and communities. The programs established by these clubs help students develop leadership skills, receive health and safety training, provide assistance to those in need, educate fellow students and build meaningful relationships with other young adults. Clubs must have a faculty sponsor.
Rapid Response Teams (High School)
High Schools all across Arkansas participate in the implementation of emergency response teams. These teams play major roles in their schools in the event of natural or man-made disasters. We are dedicated to making our schools a safer place.
Greater Arkansas Chapter Youth Council
Opportunity for students in grades 9-12 in Pulaski and Saline counties to become involved in a community organization. Meetings are held once a month and members plan and participate in projects throughout the school year. In addition to volunteer work, they are introduced to all services the Red Cross provides and given a chance to increase their leadership and team-building skills. 
Get Involved Today!
Gain experience for college and career work. Build leadership capacity. Get free training. Make a difference in your school and community. Call today: 501-748-1080.
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Disaster Services
Community Disaster Education Teams
The Red Cross teaches school-age children the steps to take when the tornado sirens go off, when a fire starts at home, or when there is severe weather. Learn to present this information at schools, neighborhood meetings, and at special community events.
Disaster Action Teams (DAT)
The Red Cross provides single-family emergency response services for families that have been victims of disaster. Mass Care, Canteen Service, Damage Assessment and Mental Health Care are all areas of the DAT that use volunteers.
Single-Family Fire Response
Volunteers receive class and field training to respond to residential fires and help victims with their immediate needs. Volunteers receive various training classes and respond to fires with an experienced Disaster Action Team captain for field training. A member is scheduled in advance to be "on-call" for one week. The schedule is based on the volunteer's availability. Red Cross is prepared to respond to fire at all times.
Local Disaster Relief Volunteer
Trained Disaster Action Team volunteers learn through class and field training how to work on a local disaster relief operation. The Greater Arkansas Chapter responds to natural disasters (such as tornadoes, floods, winter storms, etc.); and technological disasters (hazardous material spills, apartment fires, building explosions, and airplane crashes). Volunteers conduct "Damage Assessment" after a disaster strikes; perform "Mass Care" activities such as mobile feeding in affected communities from the American Red Cross Emergency Response Vehicle; provide disaster health services and mental health services. 
Local Canteen Service
Volunteer for Emergency Workers. Disaster Action Team volunteers respond to large residential, commercial, forest and brush fires to support the firefighting units and other emergency workers involved in the incident with liquids, snacks, meals and first aid.
Office Worker
Filing, data entry, answering phones, and working on special projects.
Community Health and Education
CPR/First Aid Instructors
Train individuals and families in first aid, CPR or babysitting. Individuals are trained to recognize and provide care in life-threatening emergencies such as respiratory or cardiac problems, sudden illness, or injuries to infants, children or adults. The Community Health and Education Department provides all training.
Instructor training: 24 hours
Basic level training: 8 hours
Emergency Services
Military and Project Deserve Caseworker
Volunteer conducts interviews with individuals experiencing difficulty contacting a military loved one. Check on hospital reports. Necessary skills include general counseling, listening and all aspects of social work. Volunteer will be trained and not left alone. 
Community Development
Booth Volunteer
Volunteer will represent Red Cross by manning display booths and answering questions about Red Cross programs, services and events. The hours of commitment depend on both location and event. 
Public Speaker
Volunteer will represent Red Cross at speaking engagements to local external groups. The Community Development office will provide volunteer speaker with member handbook and two-hour training program. Hours of commitment vary. 
Special Events Volunteer
The Community Development office hosts several special events throughout the year. Volunteers are needed to assist and help out on event day. The department is looking for people with business-hour availability and a background in grant writing or journalism. 
