Measuring Olympics

NAME OF ACTIVITY
UNIT:

Exploring the 16 Occupational Clusters
TASK:

Define the 16 career cluster classification system.

ACTIVITY TYPE:
Teamwork, Integration
APPROXIMATE TIME:
Three class periods
MATERIALS:
Measuring devices (rulers, scales or balances, graduated cylinders, various materials to be used in events, paper and markers)
PROCEDURE:

1. There is a lot more that goes into planning athletic events and contests than we see.  In this activity, students will plan an “Olympic” event.  They will need promotional personnel, coaches, judges, event coordinators, and awards planners.   
2. Have the students brainstorm a list of all the Olympic events they know.  Discuss the importance of accurate measurements for these events.

3. Place students in small groups of four or five.  Have each group brainstorm and list creative events that could take place in the “Measuring Olympics.”  Make sure to include a variety of activities that use different types of measurements such as mass, volume, and distance.  Keep these activities very simple.  Examples are the distance a paper airplane flies, the height of a house of cards, the volume of water squirted in a cup, weight held by a spaghetti structure.  Choose five or six of the best ideas.

4. Each person in the group should be assigned a specific role from those listed in Step 1.  The promotional personnel will make a flag for the event, coaches will develop a team strategy or game plan for each event, the judge will preside over (measure) the event, the event coordinator will create and maintain the brackets, and the awards planners will create certificates to present to the winners of these special events.

5. Have students bring any necessary materials for their event and complete any necessary tasks before the day of the competitions.

6. Have each group complete the events.  Make sure to instruct the coach that each team member must compete in at least one event. 

ENRICHMENT:
Work with the Math teacher and have Math students act as judges (measurers).

