Throw in the Towel

NAME OF ACTIVITY
UNIT:

Exploring the 16 Occupational Clusters

TASK:

Define the 16 career cluster classification system.
ACTIVITY TYPE:
Teamwork, Integration

APPROXIMATE TIME:
One to two class periods

MATERIALS:
Three to five brands of paper towels
PROCEDURE:

1. This activity is designed to help students develop strategies for gathering and analyzing data before making a decision, much like workers in test laboratories.
2. Divide the class into small groups and have each group develop a procedure for determining which paper towel is best.  Give each group 3-5 brands of paper towels.  Include brand names and generic brands.

3. Each team must test for dry and wet strength, softness, and scrubbing ability.  You may want to give students some suggestions for experimental designs if they need that guidance.

4. Have students collect and record the data; they should also include an explanation of the experimental design they used.

5. Have students present their analyses.

ENRICHMENT:
Have students consider the cost to see if the best paper towel is the best buy.

