Flow Charts

NAME OF ACTIVITY
UNIT:

Exploring the 16 Occupational Clusters

TASK:

Define the 16 career cluster classification system.
ACTIVITY TYPE:
SCANS, Teamwork, Integration

APPROXIMATE TIME:
One class period

MATERIALS:
Commonly used flow chart symbols, paper, pencil
PROCEDURE:

1. Explain to students that programs for computers are written in “languages.”  Computers do not understand instructions, such as “Make a peanut butter sandwich.”  Rather, the instructions are very detailed.  

2. Show students some examples of flow charts.  Explain how flow charts are used to help others understand the logical sequence of a set of actions.  This is one of the methods that programmers use when developing new software.

3. Divide students into small working groups.

4. Explain to groups that they are to select a very simple task, such as sharpening a pencil.  Brainstorm all the steps that are involved in order to accomplish the task.

5. Working with the members of the group, create a flow chart that breaks down the steps of the task showing the logical sequence from one step to the next.

6. Use flow chart symbols and arrows or connectors to show the sequence.

ENRICHMENT:
Ask students to create a flow chart that shows more than one possible step for a task–an “If…Then” situation.

