IT​- It Works For Me

NAME OF ACTIVITY
UNIT:

Exploring the 16 Occupational Clusters

TASK:

Define the 16 career cluster classification system.
ACTIVITY TYPE:
Technology, Teamwork, Integration

APPROXIMATE TIME:
Two class periods

MATERIALS:
Computers with a spreadsheet application, paper, pencil
PROCEDURE:

1. Ask students to compare the advantages and disadvantages of collecting and analyzing information using computer software programs.  If students are not familiar with spreadsheet applications, you may need to demonstrate a practical application, such as computing grades for a selected period.
2. Tell students they are going to conduct a career interest survey of their fellow student body.  

3. Using a list of the 25 fastest growing careers (obtain from www.acinet.org), have students create a chart to record the information they collect (i.e., how many students aspire to the fastest growing careers.)

4. Students should conduct surveys of the other classes to determine how many students are interested in pursuing these careers.  Be careful not to allow duplicate responses.

5. Total the data from each group.  Instruct students to create a spreadsheet and enter the data.  If your students are unfamiliar with spreadsheets, you may want to have them complete a tutorial.  Check with your Business Education teacher for the best tutorial sources. 

6. Have students use the spreadsheet functions to determine the total number of students that indicated an interest for each career.  What is the percentage of the total student body that indicated an interest in each career area?

7. Using the spreadsheet chart tools, create a chart(s) that illustrate(s) the information above.

ENRICHMENT:
What other kinds of information could students collect and analyze using spreadsheet applications?  Have them suggest activities that they would like to complete.

