The Bill of Rights

NAME OF ACTIVITY
UNIT:

Exploring the 16 Occupational Clusters
TASK:

Define the 16 career cluster classification system.

ACTIVITY TYPE:
Integration, SCANS, Technology
APPROXIMATE TIME:
Two to three class periods
MATERIALS:
History textbooks, newspapers, Internet access (optional)
PROCEDURE:

1. Review the Bill of Rights with your students.  It is sometimes difficult for students to understand how anything written over 200 years ago can still be applicable to their lives today.  Help students identify current rights issues that are addressed in the first ten amendments of the United States Constitution.

2. Ask students to identify an event or an issue in a recent newspaper that they feel strongly about.  Encourage students to look for “real issues” not journalistic sensationalism.

3. After students have identified an issue, ask them to identify the amendment that addresses the legal rights of the parties involved.

4. Students should then write a persuasive argument, either for or against the issue they have identified, to present to the “Supreme Court,” (a few students who have been pre-selected because of their fairness and open-mindedness).  You may want to appoint several judges to serve on different cases. This works really well if you have students that have opposing points of view.  

5. You may also want to have students research similar cases and arguments to include in their persuasive papers.

6. The “Supreme Court” will discuss the case and present their ruling and their reasoning.

ENRICHMENT:
A similar webquest activity can be found at

http://projects.edtech.sandi.net/lewis/rock/index.html.
