Jury by Trials

NAME OF ACTIVITY
UNIT:

Exploring the 16 Occupational Clusters

TASK:

Define the 16 career cluster classification system.
ACTIVITY TYPE:
Integration

APPROXIMATE TIME:
Two to three class periods

MATERIALS:
Reference materials, Internet access
PROCEDURE:

1. In recent years, several court trials have captured the public’s attention.  Give students a list of several famous trials in history from both United States history and world history.
2. Divide students into small groups, and assign a different infamous trial to each group.  You may want to allow groups to choose their own trial, but each group must choose a different trial.

3. Instruct the students to research the trial and write a synopsis of the trial including the outcome and public opinion.

4. Ask each group to prepare a re-enactment of their trial, but do not reveal the outcome to the rest of the class.  The rest of the class will be the jury.  

5. After each group presents its case, a verdict should be announced and a penalty if the decision is “guilty.”  

6. The group then presents the outcome of the actual trial to the class and compares the results of the re-enactment.

ENRICHMENT:
Discuss how future generations might regard current trials that are important in today’s society.  How do popular trends and interests correlate with public opinions of a particular trial? 

