Latent Prints

NAME OF ACTIVITY
UNIT:

Exploring the 16 Occupational Clusters

TASK:

Define the 16 career cluster classification system.
ACTIVITY TYPE:
SCANS

APPROXIMATE TIME:
One class period

MATERIALS:
Ink pads, blank index cards, notebook paper, hand-wipes, magnifying glass (optional)
PROCEDURE:

1. Conduct a classroom discussion about crime scene investigations.  Ask students to identify modern methods that are used to identify people at a crime scene.

2. If time permits have students research the history of fingerprints at 

http://www.onin.com/fp/fphistory.html.

3. Remind students that technology has improved the methods by which criminal investigators identify crime scene evidence.

4. Show students how to take a fingerprint.  The finger being printed should be level with the surface that is being inked, and rolled ONCE from one side to the other.  A good print will almost look square.

5. Have students practice making their thumbprint.  When you feel like they have developed an effective technique, ask them to make a set of their own fingerprints.  Label each print (thumb, index finger, middle, etc.)  

6. Have students try to identify the type of fingerprints they have using the illustrations on the following page.

ENRICHMENT:
Take a survey of the results.  Have students figure the class percentage of each type of fingerprint based on the results of the survey.
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Directions:  After you have successfully taken your fingerprint, study the following illustrations.  Which of the fingerprint types best match your fingerprint?  Do you see any distinguishing marks on your fingerprint?
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