Age of Machines

NAME OF ACTIVITY
UNIT:

Exploring the 16 Occupational Clusters

TASK:

Define the 16 career cluster classification system.
ACTIVITY TYPE:
Teamwork

APPROXIMATE TIME:
Two to three class periods

MATERIALS:
Student-supplied material for projects
PROCEDURE:

1. During the latter part of the twentieth century, small machines began to replace simple hand tools for all kinds of activities.  Examples include coffee grinders, bread and pasta machines, grilling machines, etc.  This “explosion” of small machines also created a great demand for high tech manufacturing processes.
2. Have students list the small machines they or their friends have in their homes.  Identify what the machine is used for and what it replaces.

3. Divide the class into small groups and have each group identify a task that could be performed by a small machine. 

4. Each group is to design a machine to complete the identified task.

5. Have the students make drawings and a model (if possible) of the small machine.

6. Have students list careers from the manufacturing cluster that would be necessary to produce the machine.

ENRICHMENT:
Display the completed models and designs in a showcase.

