Invention Convention

NAME OF ACTIVITY
UNIT:

Exploring the 16 Occupational Clusters

TASK:

Define the 16 career cluster classification system.
ACTIVITY TYPE:
Non-traditional

APPROXIMATE TIME:
One to two class periods, outside class time for development of prototypes

MATERIALS:
Paper and pencils, student-provided materials for individual projects
PROCEDURE:

1. Ask each student to name something that was invented.  Who invented this object and when was it invented?  How can they find out?
2. Define invention and innovation.  What are the differences?

3. Ask students to draw a picture of an inventor they are familiar with.  These can be very simple.  Are there any pictures of women? Non-scientists?  What are some of the stereotypes about inventors?

4. Discuss the process of invention, from developing an idea into a working model or prototype, to applying for a patent, to marketing and selling the invention.

5. Have students identify a simple problem or something they think needs improvement.  For example, there needs to be an easier way to eat spaghetti.

6. Have students invent a method or model to create a solution for the problem or need.  Students should provide a detailed illustration or a prototype of their invention.  Have students explain or demonstrate their “invention.”

ENRICHMENT:
Study the patent process and the effects social, economic, and other barriers had on patenting and inventing in American history.  For example, why do more men than women hold patents?  

