Rainforest Expedition

NAME OF ACTIVITY
UNIT:

Exploring the 16 Occupational Clusters

TASK:

Define the 16 career cluster classification system.
ACTIVITY TYPE:
Integration, Teamwork

APPROXIMATE TIME:
Two to three class periods

MATERIALS:
Internet access or other research resources, presentation materials or software
PROCEDURE:

1. Inform the students that they have applied for a grant to study tropical rainforests.  They have been selected along with three other applicants to live for a year in a rainforest in South America. When they return at the end of the year, they will present the results of their study to a National Geographic symposium. 

2. Before beginning this adventure, there are some questions that your group should research.

a. What is a tropical rainforest, and where are they located?

b. What kinds of plants and animals live in the rainforest?

c. Who are the people that live in the rainforest?

d. How would your life be different if you lived in the rainforest?

e. What can you do to help protect tropical rainforests?

3. Each group has several experts in their expedition:  

a. Geography expert–specializing in location and characteristics of the rainforest

b. Botany expert–specializing in plants of the rainforest

c. Biology expert–specializing in animals of the rainforest

d. Population expert–specializing in people of the rainforest

4. Use the Internet or other resources to find the information that you need. 

5. Each group member should keep a journal about his/her findings.  Group members will use this information to help them prepare their presentation to the society when they return.  Pictures must also be included in the presentation.

ENRICHMENT:
Encourage your students to use presentation software to make their report to the rest of the class.

