Save the Whales

NAME OF ACTIVITY
UNIT:

Exploring the 16 Occupational Clusters

TASK:

Define the 16 career cluster classification system.
ACTIVITY TYPE:
Integration, Teamwork

APPROXIMATE TIME:
One to two class periods

MATERIALS:
Internet access or other research resources, paper, pencil, white paper for publication of research results
PROCEDURE:

1. Conduct a classroom discussion with students about extinction.  What are some animals that are extinct?  What is the difference between extinction and endangered?

2. You and your teammates are trained marine mammal biologists serving as observers on a research vessel, the S.S. Rescue, surveying whale and dolphin populations in the Pacific Ocean.

3. You are on the lookout for sightings of the following aquatic mammals:

Humpback whale


Killer whale

Beluga whale


Bottlenose dolphin

4. When you have made a positive sighting, you will record your observations to report back to the Marine Biology Conservatory.  Your observations will include a picture of the mammal, the common name, the scientific classifications (class, order, family, genus species), a detailed physical description, the habitat where the mammal is generally known to be found, social behavior, feeding habits, endangered status, and any other interesting information you may want to include.

5. Use the Internet or other resources to find the information you are looking for to help you complete your task.  A good site to begin is www.seaworld.org. 

6. Compile the information your team has collected and prepare a publication for presentation at a national conference.

ENRICHMENT:
Have students complete further research to determine what has caused so many aquatic animals to become endangered and what can be done to help protect aquatic mammals in danger of extinction.  

