Sink or Swim

ACTIVITY SUBMITTED BY MARY ROLLINS, LAVACA HS, MARTHA TRAYLOR, HARTFORD HS, MELINDA WISDOM, CHARLESTON HS

UNIT:

Exploring the 16 Occupational Clusters

TASK:

Define the 16 career cluster classification system.
ACTIVITY TYPE:
Teamwork

APPROXIMATE TIME:
One class period

MATERIALS:
Paper, plastic tub to hold water, coins in different denominations

(1¢, 5¢, 10¢), 
PROCEDURE:

1. Divide students into teams of two.  Give each team one sheet of plain white paper. 

2. Instruct each team to fold the paper to create a boat.  No other materials can be used.

3. This is a contest to see which team can create a boat that will hold the most cargo.  The cargo is represented by the coins; 1¢ = 100 pounds; 5¢ = 500 pounds; 10¢ = 1000 pounds.  Each boat must begin with five 100-pound loads. 

4. Give students five–ten minutes to come up with a plan, and another five–ten minutes to implement their plan.

5. Allow teams to “float their boats.”  One team member adds the coins, one at a time, until the boat sinks.

6. Have each team add the “weight” of the cargo their ship was able to hold.

7. Was there any difference in the amount of weight that different styles of boats were able to hold?

ENRICHMENT:
Have students research the history of naval architecture.  What are different types of ships best suited for?  What ships are fastest?  What ships are easiest to maneuver? 

