I’ll Do it My Way

NAME OF ACTIVITY
UNIT:

Starting Your Own Business
TASK:

Identify advantages and disadvantages of being an entrepreneur.
ACTIVITY TYPE:
Integration, SCANS
APPROXIMATE TIME:
One to two class periods
MATERIALS:
Paper and pencil
PROCEDURE:

1. Ask students to imagine that they are starting their own business.  Decide what type of business it will be.  Write a paragraph describing their business.

2. Tell students that it is now five years later, and their businesses have grown to the point that they must hire additional employees to manage the increased business.

3. Have students write a want ad describing what kind of employee they are looking for.  Describe the position, the benefits, and the qualifications.

4. Post the want ads and allow students to sign up to interview for the different positions.

5. Allow students to conduct interviews and hire new applicants for their openings.  Remind students that there are laws that prevent any kind of discrimination in employment interviews.  They must hire the best candidate for the job.

ENRICHMENT:
Were there any employers that could not find a qualified applicant? Did some employers have more applicants than others?  What are some of the advantages and disadvantages of owning a successful small business?  Invite a local business owner to talk to the class about some of these issues.
