Gender Enrollment Patterns

UNIT:

Education and Training
TASK:

8.2
Identify options available in high school
ACTIVITY TYPE:
Integration, Non-Traditional, Technology
APPROXIMATE TIME:
One to two class periods
MATERIALS:
Internet access, paper, and pencil
PROCEDURE:

1. Have students look up the fastest growing occupations in Arkansas from Acinet, www.acinet.org.

2. Have students develop a survey to discover how many students (sorted by gender) would be interested in pursuing a career in each of the occupations in their list.

3. Create a graph showing the distribution of males and females interested in each career.

4. Explain the meaning of non-traditional enrollment.  If less than 25 per cent of a specific gender is employed in a specific field, then employees of the other gender are considered “non-traditional.”

5. Which of the career fields listed are “non-traditional” for the students surveyed?  Which do you suppose are non-traditional nationwide?  What kinds of courses offered by your school would students need to enroll in to pursue these career choices?

ENRICHMENT:
What are some of the non-traditional programs of study in your local high school?  What are some advantages/disadvantages of enrolling in a non-traditional program of study?

Have students research non-traditional occupations using the Internet.  

www.dol.gov
www.bls.gov
www.napequity.org
are some good sites at which to begin.

