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Grade Levels:  7 & 8

Unit Theme: My Future’s So Bright I’ve Got To Wear Shades!

Goals:
1.
Students will complete school with the academic preparation essential to choose from a wide range of substantial post-secondary options, including college.

2.
Students will acquire the skills to investigate the world of work in relation to knowledge of self and to make informed career decisions.

3.
Students will employ strategies to achieve future career goals with success and satisfaction.

4.
Students will make decisions, set goals and take necessary action to achieve goals.

Objectives:
1.
Students will identify post-secondary options consistent with interests, achievement, aptitude and abilities.

2.
Students will develop skills to locate, evaluate, and interpret career information.

3.
Students will learn about the variety of traditional and nontraditional occupations.

4.
Students will learn how to write a resume.

5.
Students will understand the importance of responsibility, dependability, punctuality, integrity, and effort in the workplace.

6.
Students will apply decision-making skills to career planning, course selection and career.

7.
Students will learn to use the internet to access career planning information.

8.
Students will maintain a career planning portfolio.

9.
Students will develop an action plan to set and achieve realistic goals.

Unit Lessons:
1.
My Future’s So Bright I’ve Got To Wear Shades

2.
Kuder Time: Beginning The Journey To The Future

3.
Kuder & Careers: An “AMAZE ing” combination

4.
The World of Work: An Investigative Report

5.
Occupations:  Different Strokes for Different Folks

6.
Resume Writing: Tell the World How Great You Are

7.
I’ve Got Choices!  What Will I Decide?

8.
Spinning The Web To My Success

9.
Creating My Career Planning Portfolio

10.
Developing a Career Action Plan:  My Roadmap to the Future

Evaluation Methods:
Monitoring of grades, self-reports from students, and teacher interview

[image: image1.wmf]
Unit: My Future’s So Bright I’ve Got To Wear Shades!
Topic:  My Future’s So Bright I’ve Got To Wear Shades!





Time Needed: 60 Minutes (complete in two sessions)

Grade Levels:  10, 11, 12

Materials Needed:  Computer with internet access and video streaming capabilities, speakers, projection system

Purpose: To help students understand the post-secondary options available to them and to help students understand how their interests, achievements, aptitude and abilities may help in planning a career path for them.

Procedure:  Go to www.kuder.com and click on Get a Job then click on America’s Job Bank.  Click on Career Info Net which contains videos focusing on the 16 career cluster areas.  Choose a couple of the career cluster videos to show to the students.   After they complete their assessments in a later lesson they can personally access these videos to research careers that interest them individually.

Evaluation/Closure:  Discuss the various jobs that fall within the occupational cluster of the video students viewed.  

Unit:  My Future’s So Bright I’ve Got To Wear Shades!
Topic:
Occupations:  Different Strokes for Different Folks

Time Required:  30 minutes 

Grade Levels:  7 & 8

Materials Needed:  Computer with internet access, hanes t-shirt lite program (free download from internet), color printer, t-shirt iron-on transfers (found in any craft store & most discount stores such as Wal-Mart), iron, and t-shirt.

Purpose:  To demonstrate to students the various career paths one may choose based on interests and abilities.  More specifically, this assignment introduces students to the world of desktop publishing.  The students will make a t-shirt with computer software, a printer, and an iron-on transfer.

Procedure:  Have students make a shirt entitled “My Future’s So Bright I’ve Got To Wear Shades”.  Open the Hanes T-Shirt Lite program and click on make a new shirt, hanes beefy “t”, and then write the words “My Future’s So Bright I’ve Got To Wear Shades” in the text box.  Students can change the font and the shape of the text as they choose.  In addition, they can add approved clip art to the t-shirt or even a photo if you have a scanner.  Students can then print this image onto the iron-on transfer paper utilizing the color printer.  Plug in the iron and set it according to directions on the t-shirt transfer package.  With the image facing the t-shirt, iron on the transfer to the t-shirt.  This is so fun and students absolutely love this project!  It helps them get a little glimpse into desktop publishing.

Evaluation/Closure:  Have students show their shirts to the class and they can wear them to school if school policies allow this.
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Topic: Kuder Time: Beginning The Journey To The Future





Time Needed: 60 minutes (complete in two sessions)
Grade Levels: 7 & 8

Materials Needed: Computers with internet access, printer


Purpose: To complete the 3 Kuder assessments online.  This assignment consists of the following assessments:  Kuder Career Search with Person Match, Kuder Skills Assessment, and Super’s Work Values Inventory.
Procedure: Have students go to www.kuder.com.  They will click on new user and fill in the information.  Be sure that they write down their user name and password for future reference.  They will need the school’s access, zip, and batch codes to access the assessments.

Have students print their results and hand the print out to you.[image: image3.wmf]
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Topic: Kuder & Careers: An “AMAZE” ing Combination
Time Needed: 30 minutes
Grade Levels: 7 & 8

Materials Needed: Computer with internet access, Kuder results for each student

Purpose: To help students understand the meaning of their Kuder results
Procedure: Hand out the summary reports from the Kuder assessments.  Explain what the three assessment results mean and how the student can utilize these results to help with career planning.  Have students log onto www.kuder.com and explore the site after asking questions regarding their assessment results.

Evaluation/Closure: Allow students to ask questions regarding their results. 

Unit: My Future’s So Bright I’ve Got To Wear Shades!
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Topic: The World of Work: An Investigative Report
Time Needed:  60 Minutes (two 30 minute sessions)

Grade Levels: 7 & 8

Materials Needed: Computer with internet access

Purpose:  Students will develop skills to locate, evaluate, and interpret career information.

Procedure: Have students log into www.kuder.com and click on “explore careers”.  Use Career Clusters to explore occupations by cluster. Follow the various links to review information about occupations including description, required education/training, and suggested majors/programs of study and post secondary options. You can also research local labor market information and job postings within Arkansas.  Use Occupation Search to enter a key word or job title to explore occupations. Additionally, you can search by Holland Code or see all occupations classified in the current O*NET™ database.  
Unit: My Future’s So Bright I’ve Got To Wear Shades!

Topic: Occupations: Different Strokes for Different Folks



Time Needed:  30 minutes

Grade Levels: 7 & 8

Materials Needed:  Computer with internet access, printer

Purpose:  To demonstrate to students the various career paths they may choose based on their abilities and interests.

Procedure: Have students log onto www.kuder.com.  Click on Career Clusters and then click on Compare Careers to select up to three (3) careers to compare. To compare occupations, they must first add them to their list. They may remove careers no longer of interest at any time by clicking on the corresponding "Remove" links. Students may click on a column title to sort their list by occupation or rank order. Click again to reverse sort. Students may change their personal ranking of careers by using the "Rank Order" columns when their list is sorted by rank.
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Evaluation/Closure:  Have students key a three paragraph report indicating what their top three career choices are at this point and why they chose those particular careers.

Unit: My Future’s So Bright I’ve Got To Wear Shades!

Topic: Resume Writing: Tell The World How Great You Are

Time Needed:  60 minutes (two 30 minute sessions)

Grade Levels: 7 & 8

Materials Needed:  Computer with internet access


Purpose:  To begin the lifelong process of building and maintaining a resumé.
Procedure:  Have students access www.kuder.com on their computers.  Click on Plan for the Future and then click on Resumé Builder to build their resumé. Students have the option to build multiple resumés,  Remember to label or name each resumé. Each resumé may be viewed or printed in a variety of styles. By using the copy button you will be able to automatically create a new resumé and then edit the areas you want to change. If you make a resumé public, you can provide a link to individuals to allow them to view it. If you make the resumé private, you will need to print the resumé for someone to view.
Evaluation/Closure:  Have students print their resumé so you can review it and give them feedback.
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Topic: I’ve Got Choices!  What Will I Decide?
Time Needed:  30 minutes

Grade Levels: 7 & 8

Materials Needed: Computer with internet access, printer

Purpose: To demonstrate to students the various choices they have available to them.

Procedure: 

Have students go to www.kuder.com and log on.  Then click on Choose a Major and then select the college major you are interested in and you will immediately see a description of the major as well as postsecondary options within your state. By choosing a specific program within the major you will also see related occupations; however, your postsecondary options will likely be reduced.  
Evaluation/Closure:  Have students print out the major they found most interesting.

“As simple as it sounds we must all try to be the best person we can by making the best choices, by making the most of the talents we’ve been given.”-Mary Lou Retton

Unit: My Future’s So Bright I’ve Got To Wear Shades!

Topic: Spinning The Web To My Success
Time Needed:  60 minutes (two 30 minute sessions)

Grade Levels: 7 & 8

Materials Needed:  Computer with internet access and video streaming capabilities, headphones

Purpose:  To teach students to use the internet to access career-planning information.

Procedure:  Have students access www.kuder.com , then click on Get a Job, then click on America’s Job Bank, then click on Career Resource Library to access occupational videos.  Have the students watch an occupational video related to the careers in which they are interested in individually.

Evaluation/Closure:
Have students summarize the contents of the video and write one paragraph indicating whether they can see themselves in that position in the future.
Unit: My Future’s So Bright I’ve Got To Wear Shades!
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Topic: Creating My Career Planning Portfolio
Time Needed:  30 minutes

Grade Levels: 7 & 8

Materials Needed:  Computers with internet access, printer

Purpose:  To have students develop a career planning portfolio.

Procedure:  Have students log onto www.kuder.com and click on Plan for the Future, 

Educational Planner, Add New Plan.  Then students will enter information regarding the plan for their future.  Students will then click on Planning Timeline and choose the grade they are currently in to review the timeline to their future.

Evaluation/Closure:
Have students print out their timeline and have them write three paragraphs explaining where they are, where they want to be when they graduate high school, and how they are going to get there.
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Topic: Developing a Career Action Plan: My Roadmap to the Future

Time Needed: 30 Minutes 

Grade Levels: 7 & 8

Materials Needed: Poster board for each student, art supplies

Purpose: To enable students to depict their future via a roadmap.

Procedure: Begin by discussing how we use a map to get to our destination.  Then have students take the poster board and draw the roadmap to their future.  They may embellish the map with various art supplies including construction paper, pipe cleaners, etc.  Ideally, this will look somewhat like a monopoly game board with different directions including “Go To Jail” and “Do Not Pass Go - Do Not Collect $200".  This activity is intended to be both fun and educational.

Evaluation: Have students present their life roadmaps to the class and then hang them on a wall in the hall for everyone to enjoy.

TEST

1.  
According to your Kuder test results, which career clusters interest you the most?

2.
Based on your answer in question #1, how would you locate, evaluate, and interpret information about these career clusters?

3.
Name one traditional and one nontraditional occupation.


Traditional:


Nontraditional:

4.
What is the document called that tells the world about your skills and abilities?

5.
Choose one of the following characteristics and explain why it is important in the workplace:  Responsibility, dependability, punctuality, integrity, and effort.

6.
Students will apply decision-making skills to career planning, course selection and career.  (This will be evaluated through the classroom response system participation grade).

7.
What computer tool is helpful in accessing career planning information?

8.
Print out your career planning portfolio from Kuder.  

9.
Where do you want to go with your career?  How will you get there?

